
Excerpts from Visual Arts Scholastic Event (V.A.S.E.) Juror Training; Jasper High School – Region 10-North (2013) 

 

SAMPLE V.A.S.E. INTERVIEW 

 

“Hi, Welcome to VASE! I’m Mr. Smith and you are?”  

Shake their hand if you’d like, take their artwork and paperwork off their hands.  Set up the artwork so that you can both see it while 

you talk about it.  If the student has two pieces, check to make sure the piece you are scoring and the piece you are seeing match.   

 

“I’m going to set my timer to keep me on schedule” 

This action tends to make students nervous! Explain to them that you are setting the timer to keep yourself on track.  Explain that 

you have a limited amount of time to complete the interview in order to have time to interview all of the other students you will see 

today! 

 

“Have you participated in VASE before?” 

If they have, welcome them back.  If they have not, briefly explain the interview process. 

 

“So, you are in Art I (or II, III, IV, AP, etc)?” 

By looking at their paperwork you will be able to see how many credits they have. 

0.5-1=Art I 1.5-2=Art II 2.5-3=Art III 3.5+=Art IV or AP 

 

“Wow, this is a beautiful painting, was it a class assignment?” 

If it was, ask a few specifics about the assignment like “what were the general guidelines of the project?” or “did you study any 

artists in conjunction with the project?” or “did you focus on specific Elements and Principles of Art?”  If it was not a class project, 

see the next sample interview question. 

 

“What was your inspiration for the piece?” 

They might rattle off a long story about it or they may look confused!  If they seem confused ask them specific questions about the 

piece like “who is this woman in the piece?” or “I see that you used various values of blue, is blue your favorite color?”  Asking 

simple questions like this will often spark conversation. 

 

“Tell me about how you made this.” 

You are looking for a technical answer like “I worked from a still-life that my teacher set-up and this was the first time I used chalk 

pastels.”  Again, you may have to pull the answer out of them!  You want to know if they worked from a photo or a still-life, if it is 2-

D, if they had ever worked in this medium before this piece, etc.  

 

“Tell me what you like best about this piece.” 

Agree with them or tell them what you like best about the artwork. 

 

“If you could change anything, what would it be?  Why?” 

If they mention one, discuss how this change may or may not enhance the piece and why.  If they do not mention one, say 

something like “If I had one suggestion at all, I would suggest…” 

 

“If you have not already, mention an area that could use polishing.” 

For example, “You have a lot of negative space in the background that detracts from the focal point…is there something you can add 

to the background to make it more interesting?” 

 

“Conclude by identifying the strengths of the piece.” 

Reiterate the strengths even if you have already discussed them…leave on a positive note.  

 

“Thank them for participating and tell them to return to their teacher” 

You will keep their artwork and paperwork, score it, write comments and then send artwork and paperwork with a student runner 

or place it in the hall. 

 

DING! Your eight minutes are up. 


